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"liiis. program will not holve all the problems of the Middle East.
Neither does it represent the totality of our policies for the area. There
arc the prcftjsis of Palestine und relations between Israel and the Arab
States, and the future of the Arab refugees. There is the problem of
Uie future stain* of the Suez Canal. These difficulties are aggravated by
Jmeraaticnal Communism, but they would exist quite apart from that
threat. It is not the purpose of the legislation I propose to deal directly
with these problems. The United Nations is actively concerning itself
vvith all these matters, and we are supporting the United Nations. The
United States has made clear, notably b> Secretary Dulles" address of
26 August 1955, that we are wil'.ing to do much to assij-t the United
Nations in solving the basic problems of Palestine.
The proposed legislation is primarily designed to deal with the pcs-
Mbiiity of Communist aggression, direct and indirect. There is impera-
tive need that any lack of pouer in the area should be made good, not
by external or alien force, but by the increased vigor and security of
the independent nations of the area.
Experience shows that indirect aggression rarely if ever succeeds
Ythere there is reasonable security against direct aggression; where the
government disposes of loyal security forces, and \\here economic con-
ditions are such as not to make Communism seem an attractive alter-
native. The program I suggest deals with all three aspects of this matter
and thus with the problem of indirect aggression.
It is my hope and belief that if our purpose be proclaimed,
us proposed by the requested legislation, that very fact will serve
to halt any contemplated aggression. We shall have heartened the
patriots who are dedicated to the independence of their nations. They
will not feel that they stand alone, under the menace of great power.
And I should add that patriotism is. throughout this area, a powerful
sentiment. It is true that fear sometimes perverts true patriotism into
fanaticism and to the acceptance of dangerous enticements from with-
out. But if that fear can be allayed, then the climate will be more
favourable to the attainment of worthy national ambitions.
Let me refer again to the requested authority to employ the armed
forces of the United States to assist to defend the territorial integrity
and political independence of any nation in the area against Communist
armed aggression. Such authority would not be exercised except at
170

